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His Masterpiece 
 

When Jesus Christ came, there was no form or majesty that we should look at him, and there 

was nothing in his appearance that we should desire him (Isaiah 53:2).  

When Samuel was sent to anoint a new King of Israel, he saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the 

Lord's anointed stands here before the Lord." But God said:  

“Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused 

him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, 

but the Lord looks at the heart." (1Samuel 16:6-7) 

The Lord chose David, the least of his brothers. Though he was ruddy and handsome with bright 

eyes, God was not judging him by his good looks. God was looking at his heart. David was by no 

means the finished article. He was just a youth. Jeremiah was just a youth; but God chose him 

to be a major prophet from his youth. 

As far as God is concerned, our value and worth have nothing to do with how we look, or how 

old or young we are.   

David wrote in Psalm 139: 

You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise You 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full 

well. My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in the secret place. When I 

was woven together in the depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the 

days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be.  

We have extraordinary worth to God, because God made us and made plans to use us. Our 

worth to God began the moment we became an idea in His mind, before we entered our 

mother’s womb, before we were born into the world. All the days He ordained for us were 

written in His book before one of them came to be.  

We were valuable to God even before the world began —because of His own purpose and 

grace, which was given us in Christ before the beginning of time (2Timothy 1:9) – and that value 

can never be taken from us.  

Whether we fulfill our destiny in Christ or not, we remain of inestimable value to God, simply 

because He made us and loves us. 
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God saved us and called us – not because of anything we did…  (2Timothy 1:9).    

We should never base our self-esteem on our talents, abilities and intellect. They can be 

stripped from us, by e.g. a stroke or a car wreck; and we may become totally dependent on 

others and never be able to contribute to society.  

Even so, our life will lose none of its extraordinary value to God in such circumstances, because 

our life belongs to Him. Any who abuse or denigrate such ones have God to answer to. For God 

declares in Ezekiel 18:4, “Every living soul belongs to me.” 

We are all individually His unique creations; and we cannot be anyone else. We may try to be 

like someone else or emulate someone else; but we can never be that person.  

God has made you and has called you to serve Him. There is no one else like you in the world. 

You are special because you are special to Him. He has your name engraved on the palms of His 

hands (Isaiah 49:16). No one else can take your place in His heart.  

He loves you enough to have sent His Son to rescue you from the dominion of darkness, to pay 

your ransom, to make you a child of light, to make a way for you to enjoy a close intimate 

relationship with Him… and all undeserved, all by grace, God’s riches at Christ’s expense.  

When God finished creating the earth, the heavens and Adam and Eve, He rested, looked at 

everything, took it all in, and then declared it was “very good.” (Genesis 1:31) 

But, when God recreated you in His Son, when you were born again, God declared in His Word 

that you were much more than just very good – you were His masterpiece, His greatest work of 

art (Ephesians 2:10).  

Actually, the Greek word is poiema from which we get our English words poem and poetry. It’s 

probably fair to say that most people’s lives, before they come to Christ, have no rhyme or 

reason; but Christ brings to their lives balance, symmetry and order. 

Paul spells it out in Ephesians 2:12-22. He says to remember that once you were separate from 

Christ, far away, excluded from citizenship in heaven and a foreigner to the covenants of the 

promise, without hope and without God in the world.  

But, through Christ Jesus, you were brought near to enjoy tender intimacy with Him.  

You are no longer a foreigner and an alien, but a fellow citizen with all God's people, and a 

member of God's household.  
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You are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the 

chief cornerstone. In Him, you are being built together with other believers to become a holy 

dwelling and a temple in which God lives by His Spirit.  

Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you… You therefore have inestimable worth 

and value.  

God has chosen you, accepted you, forgiven you, redeemed you and adopted you as His child. 

It’s often said we choose our spouse and our friends; but we can’t choose our family members 

– our parents and siblings and our children. God, however, positively selected you for His 

family, to be His son or daughter by adoption. 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! (1John 3:1 NIV) 

The verb lavish means to expend or give in great amounts, in profusion, without limit!  

As His child, you have an inheritance – the glorious riches of His grace.  He opened up the eyes 

of your understanding that you might know Him, know the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance, know the hope of His calling, and know His incomparably great power towards you 

through faith in Him.   

He blessed you with every spiritual blessing and sealed you with the Holy Spirit of promise. 

He blessed you to be able to have peace and joy through every trial and storm of life – they’re 

there for you if you will exercise your faith and take hold of them.  

God has a plan for your life – He’s always had a plan for your life – to prosper you and not to 

harm you, to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). You are not the finished article. You 

are His work of art in progress. 

You can entrust yourself to your Father’s hands and know that you are safe. He lavishes His love 

upon you. You are His child; and you live in the palm of His hand. 

That hand is the hand of the Master Potter of Jeremiah 18. He longs for you just to surrender to 

His touch. 

You are the clay because man was formed from the dust of the ground. The water that the 

Master Potter uses on you is the Word of God – which keeps you soft, so that He can push His 

fingers deep on the  inside you, and shape you for His design and purpose.  
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The wheel is the wheel of life. You’re safe in his hands on the wheel of life, unless you resist His 

touch. If you do not yield to His touch, you’ll be marred; and He will simply start over again. So, 

surrender!  

You may feel that the wheel of life is turning too fast and you’re in danger of being flung off. 

Trust Him! His grip of you is sure. 

The kiln represents the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came as tongues of fire at Pentecost.   

The fire in the kiln hardens and fixes the glaze that renders earthen vessels able to contain 

liquids without leaking.  

Those liquids should be oil and water – types of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  You 

should always be full of both.  

The finer the glaze that the Potter wishes to use, the higher and hotter and longer the fire that 

the vessel is required to endure in the kiln.  

You may not enjoy the blazing heat; but the Master Potter knows what He is doing. “Do not put 

out the Spirit’s fire” (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Don’t quit during the firing process. 

Let the Master Potter seal you with the Holy Spirit of promise. (Ephesians 1:13)  

Surrender and submit to the Master. Let Him take pleasure in forming His work of art.  

You may not think you’re much to admire right now; but He sees beauty in you that you cannot 

see; and He sees you as you will be.  

You are special to Him. You are His perfect rhyme. You are His unique masterpiece in the 

making.   

 

Eric Bardell                                                                                                                         


